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adult louse can live only a few days after it leaves the body of the cow. The nits or eggs survive much longer. Therefore, remove and burn all litter and spray the floors and walls to kill the remaining lice and nits. The lice that fall off on the ground or in the litter die quickly. Nits that happen to be on shed hair may hatch out in the litter and become adult lice. If these newly hatched lice do not succeed in reaching the body of the cow in a few days, they will die.
SCAB OR MANGE
Mange is a parasitic disease. It is often called scabies. The disease is caused by a species of the mange mite. The scab mite of cattle belongs to the same family as the mange mite of other animals. Mange or scab is more common in winter. It is contagious and affects cattle of all ages.
Cattle suffer from four different species of mange mites. The first is the psoroptic or common mange mite. These live on the surface of the skin. They are more frequent than any of the other kinds. The second, or sarcoptic, is more dangerous, but not so common. This mite burrows deep into the skin. The third, or chorioptic mange mite, lives on the surface of the skin. It is found chiefly on the legs and tail. The fourth, or demodectic mite, is very much smaller than the others. It digs down into the hair-follicles and sweat-glands. It is difficult to eradicate on this account. All mites are very small but usually can be seen with the aid of a magnifying glass. The skin should be scraped and scrapings placed on a piece of black paper. If the paper is held over a flame until it becomes warm, the mites can be seen more easily because they move.
The psoroptic or common mite
The psoroptic, or common mange mite, is most frequent. It is not considered as dangerous as the sarcoptic mite, but can do great harm in a herd if not promptly recognized